
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

      
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP REMINDER!!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Notes from the SECPTA President: 

 

Well, it’s hard to believe that nearly 6 years ago I walked into my first SECPTA meeting.  The organization came 

highly recommended by many of the women in my Mothers of Twins Club and I instantly knew why.  The business 

of parenting little ones is full of joys and trials.  To have a group of friends to experience all of that with has proven 

invaluable.  Together, we have laughed and cried during the highs and lows.  We have supported each other with 

each milestone met (our children’s and our own).  As I prepare to pass the gavel on to the next leader of this group, 

I do so with more gratitude than words can adequately express.  If everyone had a village of people like ours to raise 

their children with, the world would certainly be a better place.  Thank you for every encouraging word, every 

judgement reserved, and every moment of grace.  I look forward to a summer of playdates and the opportunities I 

will have to serve SECPTA in a lessened role next year.   

        Tina  

president@secpta.net 
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The Solon Early Childhood PTA is a unit of the Ohio Parent Teacher Association (PTA), organized for the parents of preschool 

age children (birth-5) regardless of what school the child will attend.  Expectant parents are also welcome.  
 

We always welcome new members from Solon and the surrounding communities.  If you are the parent of a preschool age 

child or infant, we have something for you! 

   The Solon Early Childhood  
PTA Newsletter:  www.secpta.net 

MEMBERSHIP MEMBERSHIP MEMBERSHIP MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL INFORENEWAL INFORENEWAL INFORENEWAL INFO    
 

 

Don’t forget to renew your membership for the 2018-2019 year!  Membership renewals will begin on 

July 1st and can be completed online at www.secpta.net.  Also, you can stop by our booth at Solon 

Home Days on July 13th – 15th to find out what SECPTA will be up to next year!  Lastly, be sure to save 

the date for our annual Welcome Picnic on Saturday, August 18th from 11:00 am – 1:00 pm! 

 

Have questions?  Please e-mail us at membership@secpta.net. 
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SECPTA GENERAL MEETINGSSECPTA GENERAL MEETINGSSECPTA GENERAL MEETINGSSECPTA GENERAL MEETINGS 

SECPTA General Meetings are held once each month and are a place to socialize, build 

community, learn something, and meet new people.  The meetings are open to the 

public, free of charge, and do not require an RSVP.  Complimentary childcare and pizza 

are offered at every meeting.  If you have any questions, please feel free to e-mail us; 

otherwise we're looking forward to getting to know you at one of our General Meetings! 

 

Jennifer Frazier, VP of Programs and Allison Mustar, Chair of Programs 

programs@secpta.net 
 

 

May’s General Meeting and Program: 

Healthy CookingHealthy CookingHealthy CookingHealthy Cooking    
Tuesday, May 22nd at 6:15 pm 

Solon Community Center, 35000 Portz Parkway 

Join us for our General Meeting, a presentation on cooking healthy foods for your 

family from Chef Cat, and some pool safety tips from Goldfish Swim School.   

Cooking Demo with Chef Cat 

Featuring Rainbow Quinoa Salad 

 

 
Learn simple tips and tricks to create healthy foods for your family!  Taste a vibrant blend of 

antioxidant and nutritionally rich foods.  With over a decade of professional cooking experience, 

come prepared to ask Chef Cat great food related questions!  Recipe cards provided!  Questions?  

Please inquire at info@a2zlivingwell.com | 216.375.7728 
 

 Schedule:   

 6:15 pm  Arrival, sign-ups, refreshments 

 6:40 pm Business meeting 

 7:00 pm Cooking Demo with Chef Cat 

 7:45 pm Meeting adjourns 
 

All General Meetings include complimentary childcare in a room immediately adjacent to the meeting 

room, as well as pizza.  Childcare will be provided by Café O’Play, and Goldfish Swim School will be giving 

a short water safety presentation to the children. 
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MAY ADULT OUTINGS 
 

 

MOMS OUTING 
The Moms of SECPTA will meet in May for a relaxing dinner full of socializing and hibachi!  

We will meet at Akira in Solon on Thursday, May 17th at 6:30 pm.  Akira provides a fun, 

interactive meal while the chef prepares food at the table on the 

hibachi.  They also offer a variety of different sushi options.  Come and 

treat yourself to a night out with friends and a tasty meal that you 

don’t have to cook!  Please sign up by e-mailing 

adultoutings@secpta.net. 
 

 

DADS OUTING 
On Sunday, May 6th, the SECPTA Dads will meet at the Golf Dome in Chagrin Falls from 

3:00 – 5:00 pm for simulator golf.  The simulators allow you to play 

golf on some of the world's most famous courses.  The simulators 

also feature a drive range function, which gives you instant flight ball 

data.  This event will cost $16/dad and is limited to 12 dads.  Sign up 

by e-mailing adultoutings@secpta.net.  

 

 

COUPLES OUTING 
On Saturday, May 5th, SECPTA Couples will take over downtown Cleveland on our own 

party bus!!  The bus will pick us up in the Solon 

area at 4:00 pm and drive us downtown to a 

few different breweries and areas of town 

(exact itinerary to be determined).  Areas that 

we will likely visit will include Ohio City, The 

Flats, East 4th, and possibly a few breweries 

near Playhouse Square.  The bus will then bring 

us back to the same pick up location around 

9:00 pm.  This is an exciting event that you will not want to miss so get your babysitters 

lined up!!!  This event is limited to 12 couples so make sure you sign up early!  Cost will be 

$66/couple, and you will be able to bring your own food and beverages on the bus as 

well.  Sign up by e-mailing adultoutings@secpta.net. 
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SECPTA’s Coffee Club: 

Come one, come all!  Step right up and join us for a 

Carnival Coffee Club!  On Friday, May 18th, we will 

meet at the Solon Community Park Playground for 

our last Coffee Club.  We will enjoy some 

playground fun, food, coffee, and drinks!  Coffee 

Club is scheduled from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm.  

Please notice the time change.  Hope you can come 

clown around with us!  See you under the big top!  
 

   

  

 

To end the SECPTA year, Foodie Club is going to check out 
The Taste of Summer in the East Bank of the Flats on 
Saturday, May 26th!  The event runs from 12:00 – 10:00 pm 
that day.  Feel free to arrive at 
your leisure to check out all of 
the awesome vendors, listen to 
the live music, and take in the 
beautiful scenery.  We will meet 
up at 5:00 pm for dinner at a 
restaurant in the flats TBD 
where SECPTA will provide some apps to share amongst 
friends.  If you intend on joining us for the sit down meal 
portion of this event, please sign up with Foodie Club 
(foodieclub@secpta.net) or at the May General Meeting. 

  

Thanks for a great Coffee Club this year!  See you in September when 

Coffee Club resumes! 
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SPECIAL END OF THE YEAR FIELD TRIP 

 

 

 

 

 

Come enjoy a Cleveland Indians game with your family on 

Kids Fun Day at Progressive Field! 

Sunday, June 24th at 1:10 pm 

 

Join SECPTA and go out to the ballgame as the Cleveland Indians take 

on division opponent Detroit Tigers!  It's KeyBank Kids Fun Day at the 

ballpark, and kids will have a chance to run the bases after the game!  

Seats are located on the first base side, upper reserved section, and 

just a short elevator ride or walk down to many interactive activities in 

the indoor/outdoor Kids Clubhouse. 

After the game, all kids are welcome to head onto the field and run 

the bases – just like after hitting a home run! 

 

Tickets are $13 each!  Sign up by Tuesday, May 22nd by 

contacting fieldtrips@secpta.net.
  



    

     

May 2018 - p.7    
 

 

  



    

     

May 2018 - p.8    
 

 

 

Help A Mom in Need!! 
 

SECPTA Diaper Drive to Benefit Womankind of Cleveland 
 

Last Collection Date:  Tuesday, May 22nd General Meeting 

Please consider donating a package of diapers, any size, 

brand, or quantity.  Your children can shop with you and 

donate the items at the May General Meeting. 

 

Help our Garden Grow!! 
 

 

SECPTA will be planting our Second Annual Produce Garden at the 

Twinsburg Community Gardens.  SECPTA members (especially young 

gardeners!) are encouraged to join in the gardening fun!  

Gardening volunteers will get to sample our garden’s 

produce and the rest of the produce will be donated to 

a local charity.  If you are interested in helping to tend 

the garden this summer, please use the link below to 

sign up for a week that fits your schedule.  Sign up with friends!!! 

www.SignUpGenius.com/go/20F0E48A8AF2FA3FB6-secpta 

Keep an eye out for an e-mail and Facebook post regarding 

our garden planting date!! 

 



    

     

May 2018 - p.9    
 

 

Check out SECPTA Book Club! 
 

SECPTA Book Club meets once a month and members get to recommend and vote 

on the books we read.  Request to join the SECPTA Book Club 

Facebook group to keep up with the latest information.  

Contact Lydia at bookclub@secpta.net for more information. 

 

Upcoming Book Club Meetings: 

• Thursday, May 24th at 7:30 pm, location TBD, The Nightingale 

(Hannah) 

• June book:  The Night Circus (Morgenstern), date and location TBD 

• July and August books:  Help us choose; vote on our Facebook 

page!  
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SECPTA Playgroups 
• Organized Playgroups are assigned by kids’ 

ages/availability and meet at members’ homes or location 

of choice.  We have groups currently meeting on the 1st and 

3rd of each month:  MON, THURS, FRI MORNINGS and TUES, 

WED, SAT AFTERNOONS.  You may join more than one 

group.  E-mail playgroups@secpta.net to sign up! 

 
• Playdates are scheduled a few times per month and are open to all SECPTA members!  We meet at 

local (usually free) locations and occasionally have speakers. 
 

Upcoming Playdates: 
(more info on “SECPTA Playgroups” Facebook Page) 

•••• Wednesday, May 9th:  12:00 – 1:30 pm, Pool Playdate at Goldfish Swim School, 

Warrensville Heights (Goldfish members:  FREE, non-members:  $5/swimmer or 

$15 max/family – pay at Goldfish) 

•••• Thursday, May 24th:  10:00 am – 12:00 pm, Liberty Park Nature Play Area (or 

indoor for bad weather)  

SECPTA needs your help &  

it only takes 5 minutes! 
 

Please respond to the 2017-2018 SECPTA member survey asking for all members’ 

feedback about experiences this year: 
 

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3272FGB 
 

 

 

Your feedback is important to help make SECPTA even better (and you could win a 

prize!), so please take a few minutes and let us know what’s working and what 

suggestions you have.  If you have questions, please e-mail Lydia at 

lydia.kruse@secpta.net. 
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2018 PICNIC PALS EVENTS 
 

Join us for Picnic Pals events this summer to meet other parents and 

let your kids play!  All events are free and open to the public (no sign-

ups necessary), so invite your friends!  

 

Events will be held at local parks and playgrounds, and SECPTA 

hosts will bring toys, chalk, and bubbles for kids to play with, too.  

You’re welcome to bring your lunch or dinner and make it extra 

special!  All events will be held weather-permitting.  Please make sure 

to check the SECPTA website at www.secpta.net or the SECPTA 

Facebook page for updates or changes.  For more information, e-mail 

picnicpals@secpta.net. 
 

PICNIC PALS SCHEDULE 

JUNE 
 

Solon Community Park – Kick-off Event! 
Friday, June 1st from 4:00 – 6:00 pm 

6679 SOM Center Road, Solon 

Host: Lydia Kruse  

Join us for the Picnic Pals kick-off celebration at the Solon Community Park!  At 

this outdoor park, you’ll find playground equipment, a separate play area for 

toddlers, and a large, sand-filled volleyball court where kids can dig and build.  

SECPTA has reserved the pavilion space near the fireplace and will be providing 

a snack and drink.  There will also be a scavenger hunt for the kids!  Feel free 

to bring your dinner and make an evening of it! 

http://www.solonohio.org/497/Parks-Facilities 

 

Walsh Spraypark 

Wednesday, June 6th from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 

7221 Bellflower Road, Mentor 

Host: Michelle Petitti 

This park is worth the drive!  It has a small playground area, but the main 

attraction is the water area with sprinklers where the kids can run around 

and get soaked.  So wear your swimsuit and cool down on a hot summer 

day!  

http://cityofmentor.com/departments/parks-recreation/activities/aquatics/ 
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Preston's H.O.P.E. (at JCC Mandel) 

Friday, June 8th from 3:00 – 5:00 pm 

26001 South Woodland Road, Beachwood 

Host: Kate Gagne  

This is the largest fully accessible playground in Northeast Ohio.  It features make-

believe houses, raised walkways, a play theater, sand & water areas, swings, tunnels, 

slides, and much more!  We’ll meet at the entrance at 3:00 pm before the kids decide 

where they’d like to play! 

http://www.prestonshope.com/ 

 

Orange Village Park  

Tuesday, June 12th from 1:00 – 3:00 pm 

4600 Lander Road, Orange Village 

Host: Kristen Cash  

This is a new playground (finished in 2017!) with extra fun equipment for the kids!  And, 

if you need something special to do, there are paved trails through the woods for walking 

and sand pits for playing in.  

http://www.orangevillage.com/parks.html 

 

Sunny Lake Park  

Thursday, June 14th from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 

885 East Mennonite Road, Aurora  

Host: Chelsea Misseldine 

Come to play or move!  This scenic park includes two playground structures, 1.75 mile 

paved exercise trail around Sunny Lake (great for walking or bike riding), a sand volleyball 

court, and paddleboat rentals. 

http://oh-aurora.civicplus.com/599/Sunny-Lake-Park 

 

Veteran’s Way Park 

Thursday, June 21st from 11:00 am – 1:00 pm  

55 Veteran’s Way, Hudson 

Host: Tina Soric 

This park has so much to do!  There is a splash pad, so bring gear to enjoy some summer 

water fun.  Nearby is a playground with equipment for kids of all ages, a short walking 

trail, and restrooms.  Bring your lunch or visit one of the local restaurants to make it a 

special event!  

http://www.hudson.oh.us/Facilities/Facility/Details/1 

 

River Road Park  

Friday, June 22nd from 12:00 – 2:00 pm  

17535 Chagrin River Road, Bentleyville  

Host: LeeAnn Clemens 

Join us at this scenic park for some summer fun!  There are play structures for kids, 

paved walking paths, ballfields, and volleyball courts.  With a covered picnic area and 

restrooms nearby, it’s a great place for lunch! 

http://www.bainbridgetwp.com/Departments/Service/Parks 
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Liberty Park  

Monday, June 25th from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 

9385 Liberty Road, Twinsburg 

Host: Michelle Petitti 

Liberty Park's 100-acre recreation area includes four ball fields, two soccer fields, and a 

playground with equipment for both tots and older kids.  

http://www.mytwinsburg.com/171/Parks-Trails 

 

Riverside Park  

Wednesday, June 27th from 9:30 – 11:30 am 

North Main Street, Downtown Chagrin Falls 

Host: Lydia Kruse 

Bring the kids to run around, play at the playground, and feed the ducks at this park along 

the river!  (Make sure to bring the ducks some healthy foods such as rice, birdseed, or 

vegetable trimmings.)  After playing, you can walk across the street and visit one of the 

local ice-cream shops for a treat. 

http://chagrin-falls.org/parks-chagrin-falls/ 

 

JULY 
 

Glenmeadow Park  

Monday, July 2nd from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 

1961 Glenwood Drive, Twinsburg 

Host: Maya Brown-Zimmerman 

Come full of energy and ready to run and have fun!  This park has a variety of activities 

for the kids to enjoy.  There is a baseball diamond for a pick-up game, a playground 

and swings, an animal sculpture park, and tennis courts.  A note that there isn’t much 

shade at this park so please plan to bring water if it’s a warm day. 

http://www.mytwinsburg.com/171/Parks-Trails 

 

Lyndhurst Splash Park 

Friday, July 6th from 11:00 am – 1:00 pm 

1840 Brainard Road, Lyndhurst 

Host: Marlee Chase 

This is a perfect place to have some summer water fun!  Wear your swimsuits and be 

prepared to stay for a while!  Please note there is a $6 charge for non-residents (or $3 charge 

for residents).  http://www.lyndhurst-oh.com/swimmingpool.html 

 

SOAR Playground at Silver Springs Park 

Monday, July 9th from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 

5015 Stow Road, Stow 

Host: Allison Mustar 

SOAR Playground is fully accessible to all children.  The playground includes a variety of 

stimulating opportunities for self-directed, challenging, and independent play.  SOAR is 

located next to the existing playground at Silver Springs Park. 

https://northeastohiofamilyfun.com/soar-playground-stow-ohio-silver-springs-park/ 
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East Idlewood Park 

Wednesday, July 11th from 4:00 – 6:00 pm 

9797 East Idlewood Drive, Twinsburg 

Host: Jessica Henry 

Join us for some evening fun!  In addition to a fun play area for kids, this scenic 

park has a paved bike/hike path nearby.  

http://www.mytwinsburg.com/171/Parks-Trails 

 

Aurora Fire Station 1 Visit & Kiwanis-Moore Park 

Monday, July 16th from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 

35 West Pioneer Trail, Aurora 

Host: Chelsea Misseldine 

Join us at 10:00 am at the Aurora Fire Station 1 (65 West Pioneer Trail) next to the Kiwanis Moore Park. 

We’ll meet some of Aurora's finest firefighters and get to 

see their special trucks and equipment.  Then, we’ll have 

some fun playing at the park, where there are several 

playground structures, an athletic field, and picnic tables.  

This park offers nice shade, and there are picnic tables for 

lunch and restrooms nearby. 

http://www.auroraoh.com/595/Kiwanis-Moore-Park 

 

Liberty Park  

Thursday, July 19th from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 

9385 Liberty Road, Twinsburg 

Host: Jenny Ridings 

Liberty Park's 100-acre recreation area includes four ball fields, two soccer fields, 

and a playground with equipment for both tots and older kids.  Bring your lunch 

and join us at the picnic tables! 

http://www.mytwinsburg.com/171/Parks-Trails 

 

Hudson Springs Park 

Tuesday, July 24th from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm  

7095 Stow Road, Hudson 

Host: Lydia Faber  

This wonderful (and large!) park offers a variety of activities for children, including 

playground equipment, hedge maze, and a disc golf course.  It also has a beautiful 

two-mile walking trail around the lake and an open meadow for running. 

http://www.hudson.oh.us/Facilities/Facility/Details/4 

 

Orange Village Park  

Thursday, July 26th from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 

4600 Lander Road, Orange Village 

Host: Sarah Leiby  

This is a new playground (finished in 2017!) with extra fun equipment for the kids! 

And, if you need something special to do, there are paved trails through the woods 

for walking and sand pits for playing in.  

http://www.orangevillage.com/parks.html 
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Glenwillow Park 

Tuesday, July 31st from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 

Austin Powder Drive & Town Center Drive, Solon  

Host: Kristen Cash 

Join us for some summer playground fun!  This park has a playground with a 

separate area for the younger kids, a pavilion with picnic tables, and soccer fields.  

(There isn’t much shade, so be sure to bring water if it’s a warm day.)  

http://www.glenwillow-oh.gov/parks-and-recreation 

 

AUGUST 
 

Liberty Park Nature Center Outdoor Play Area 

Thursday, August 2nd from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 

9999 Liberty Road, Twinsburg 

Host: Kristen Eschmann 

Come play in nature with us at the Liberty Park Nature Center’s new outdoor play 

area!  We’ll plan to meet near the parking lot at 10:00 am before we take a short 

walk on a paved path (head right at the Y if you miss us) to a nature play area, where 

kids can play games, build, and explore in a structured play area along the path.  

Dress to get messy!  The Nature Center should also be open if you prefer to explore 

inside (there are also restrooms inside).  

http://www.summitmetroparks.org/liberty-park-nature-center.aspx 

 

Kiwanis Moore Park 

Tuesday, August 7th from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 

35 West Pioneer Trail Aurora, OH 44202 

Host: Jennifer Frazier 

Join us for a special Picnic Pals “Bikes & Trikes” event!  

Bring a favorite wheeled toy or bike and the kids can ride 

around on the paved surfaces at this park.  If they prefer 

doing something else, the kids have their choice of a 

number of play structures at the park!  This park offers 

nice shade, and there are picnic tables for lunch and 

restrooms nearby.    

http://www.auroraoh.com/595/Kiwanis-Moore-Park 

 

Arthur Road Elementary School Playground  

Thursday, August 9th from 9:30am – 11:30 am 

33425 Arthur Road, Solon 

Host: Lydia Kruse 

Join us for our 2018 Picnic Pals finale!  Meet us behind the elementary 

school for some playground fun and celebratory summer treats!  Here 

you’ll find plenty of playground equipment (3 separate playgrounds 

close to the parking lot!), a field where you can picnic or kick a ball, and 

a paved area to ride bikes.   
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What about having dependable, reliable babysitting, that’s also FREE? 
 

Then the SECPTA Babysitting Co-op is for you.  It’s a group of SECPTA members that exchange 

babysitting services for each other.  The Babysitting Co-op provides members with a babysitting 

option where no money is exchanged. 
 

Participation can begin once the person is a paid SECPTA member, attends a co-op meeting, 

and completes an authorization form.  Monthly meetings are held the third Tuesday of each 

month and are hosted by co-op members. 
 

To join or find out more information, please contact Laura at babysittingcoop@secpta.net. 

Would you like to schedule a date 

with your spouse, an appointment, or 

shopping trip and not have to bring 

the kids? 

 

Do you know a SECPTA member who could use a 

friend?  Did they just have a baby?  Is a medical 

issue taking away their time and attention? 

 

If so, please let us help them!  The Helping Hands 

Committee looks forward to preparing a home-

cooked meal for a fellow SECPTA member who 

may need the extra hand!  Also, if you would like to 

join the Helping Hands Committee, please contact 

Jen for more information.  We are always looking 

for new members! 

 
 

E-mail Jen at helpinghands@secpta.net to begin a 

meal delivery service or to join the committee. 
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